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*Young people are very influenced by peers ð
due to social media this now includes people 
they have met online.

*Online peer pressure can result in children 
acting in ways they would not think of doing by 
themselves or in the offline world. 

*Peer pressure doesnõt just affect behaviour ðit 
can also affect how someone feels about 
themselves 



One in three children have 

been a victim of online 
bullying
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PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL 
IMPACT

:

ÅPoor sleep  

ÅBedwetting

ÅPhysical complaints  - stomach pains, headaches

ÅLoss of confidence, low self esteem, feeling worthless

ÅAnxiety, depression, self harm, suicidal thoughts

ÅSocial anxiety



CASE STUDY 1 ðòLUKEó

Å10 year old boy

ÅComplaining of stomach pain, leg pain and nausea

ÅDisturbed sleep, getting in parents bed at night for comfort.

ÅWithdrawing from social activities

ÅAnxiety



CASE STUDY 2 ðòMOLLYó

Å14 year old girl

ÅShared explicit photos with same aged boyfriend who then shared 
them on social media.

ÅContacted and groomed by male who saw photos online, agreed to 
meet him and was raped by him.

ÅSelf harm

ÅDisturbed sleep

ÅPoor school attendance

ÅLow mood and irritability

ÅSocial anxiety

ÅMissing episodes



BUILDING STRONG RESILIENT 
CHILDREN

ÅInternet safety awareness

ÅDeveloping emotional awareness

ÅImproving achievement and building self esteem

ÅUnderstanding of healthy relationships

ÅPromoting healthy behaviours

ÅSupporting parents and carers

ÅBuilding trusting relationships

ÅProfessional curiosity

ÅVoice of the child



ACTIVIT Y:

On-line Safety in Your Day 

to Day Role

Simon Aston
Online Safety Officer, 

Northamptonshire County Council; and

Kevin Johnson
Project Officer, Northamptonshire Safeguarding Children Board



hƴƭƛƴŜ {ŀŦŜǘȅ 5ǊŀƳŀ ά!ŘŘ aŜέ

Written and performed by Sixth Form Students 
from Rushden Academy



Serious Case Reviews (SCRs)

Sean Carter

Strategic Manager, Safeguarding and 
Quality Assurance Service

Northamptonshire County Council

National Cases / Local Learning



Working Together 2015

Regulationfive of the LocalSafeguardingChildrenBoardsRegulations2006sets
out the functionsof LSCBs. Thisincludesthe requirementfor LSCBsto undertake
reviewsof seriouscasesin specifiedcircumstances. Regulation5(1)(e)and(2) set
out an[{/.Ωǎfunction in relation to seriouscasereviews,namely:

Å5(1)(e)undertakingreviewsof seriouscasesandadvisingthe authority and
their Boardpartnerson lessonsto be learned.

Å (2) Forthe purposesof paragraph(1)(e)a seriouscaseisonewhere:

Å (a)abuseor neglectof a child isknownor suspected; and

Å (b) either τ (i) the child hasdied; or (ii) the child hasbeenseriously
harmed and there is causefor concernas to the way in which the
authority, their Boardpartnersor other relevantpersonshaveworked
togetherto safeguardthe child.



Working Together 2015

SCRs and other case reviews should be conducted in a way which: 

Årecognises the complex circumstancesin which professionals work
togetherto safeguardchildren;

Åseeksto understandpreciselywho did what and the underlyingreasons
that led individualsandorganisationsto actasthey did;

Åseeksto understandpractice from the viewpoint of the individualsand
organisationsinvolvedat the time rather than usinghindsight;

Å is transparentabout the waydata iscollectedandanalysed; and

Åmakes use of of relevant research and case evidence to inform the
findings.



Process of a Serious Case Review

ÅReferral Stage

ÅAgreement of SCR

ÅEngagement of Family

ÅSCR Panel & Engagement of Practitioners

ÅSetting Terms of Reference

ÅtǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ όLawǎύ ϧ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ό{ƻLǎύ

ÅOverview Report

ÅPresentation to NSCB

ÅPractitioner Debrief Sessions

ÅSix Step Briefings

ÅPublication



Child R (Lambeth)

Å {/w ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ нлмм όǿƘŜƴ WΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŘȅƛƴƎύ ς2014 (when J died)

Å J was a 14 year-old Black British girl in foster care, following her discharge 
from 4 months in-patient treatment in an adolescent psychiatric unit 

Å J had been in receipt of services from 3 different London Boroughs

Å SCR records challenges of working with a young person who has chronic 
and acute emotional health problems with developing suicidal ideation



Child R (Lambeth)

Å J had challenging experiences as a child from a family where there was 
a history of complex relationships and emotions, separations, parental 
mental and physical ill-health, along with allegations of abuse

Å She experienced acute loss (age 12) through the illness and death of 
her single-parent mother who was in hospital for six months before 
being discharged home to die; her father was an absent parent

Å J entered a period of acute and then chronic bereavement and further 
losses as she moved from care by one relative by running away to 
another relative and was then accommodated by the local authority 



Social Media/Internet Access 

Å CǊƻƳ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ WΩǎ ŘƛŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ W ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ΨtǊƻ-!ƴŀΩ ŀƴƻǊŜȄƛŀ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜǎΤ W ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǘƻ 
this end 

Å LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ WΩǎ ŘƛŀǊƛŜǎand agency records raises questions about 
Ƙƻǿ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭΣ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨtǊƻ-!ƴŀΩ

Å The SCR tried to establish how J was guided on appropriate use of the 
web in order to help her make more informed sense of the information 
she accessed and in her safe use of social media sites



Bereavement, Transitions and Losses 

Å Loss of attachment figures or key people (family member, a peer group, a 
carer or a professional with whom J had a relationship) was significant 

Å During the time considered by the SCR, J was entering adolescence, 
transitioning to secondary school and moving homes across administrative 
boundaries

Å The significance of these compounded losses and transitions were not held 
in mind by the multi-agency professional group working with J


