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Northamptonshire Neglect Screening Tool

This Screening Tool should be used in line with the guidance set out in the ‘Neglect Practitioner Guidance to Using the Neglect Toolkit’ and the Neglect Toolkit itself which forms part of the wider Neglect Strategy for Northamptonshire.
1. Purpose of the Tool
The purpose of this tool is to equip frontline practitioners to:
· identify signs of neglect at an early stage,
· alert the need for further action,
· Identify which agency / organisation / practitioner will progress further assessment / intervention as needed.

2. Safeguarding Statement

This screening tool does not replace Northamptonshire’s and/or your own safeguarding policy and procedures, in cases where you are concerned that a child/young person has been or is at risk or immediate harm.

If you are worried that a child is at immediate risk of significant harm contact MASH immediately on 0300 126 1000 option 1.

3. Using this tool

The tool is intended for frontline practitioners within all partner agencies as a means to quickly identify areas of concern which may indicate a child/young person is being neglected. It is intended to complement existing tools e.g. Early Help Assessment (EHA), CSE Assessment Form or other screening / assessment tools and should be used accordingly. The tool is designed to be applicable to all ages of children and should help you identify Neglect and associated factors across all age ranges.

In order to complete this tool it is essential that you are able to evidence the reasons why you have highlighted concerns for any of the factors indicated. Only complete the parts of the tool you are certain about. If you are unsure about completing the assessment seek appropriate help from within your organisation. It is essential that where you have highlighted areas of the assessment where you are very concerned or sometimes concerned that you provide further information to evidence these concerns.

4. Personal Details

Name 		Click here to enter text.				

Date of Birth or Estimated Delivery Date     Click here to enter text.
	
Address     Click here to enter text.

Have you discussed your concerns with parents / carers?  	Yes 	☐	No	☐

Does the child have any additional needs?	Yes 	☐	No	☐

Practitioner Name    Click here to enter text.				Date      Click here to enter text.

	Are You Worried About?
	Yes
	No
	Maybe
	Comments / Evidence

	A child’s weight (are they under or overweight)
	☐	☐	☐	Click here to enter text.
	A child’s access to adequate, healthy food
	☐	☐	☐	Click here to enter text.
	Conditions in the home (disrepair/clutter/overcrowding)
	☐	☐	☐	Click here to enter text.
	A child having nowhere to sleep/co-sleeping
	☐	☐	☐	Click here to enter text.
	A lack of age appropriate safety measures (stair gates etc)
	☐	☐	☐	Click here to enter text.
	Inappropriate care of pets (waste/feeding/lack of exercise)
	☐	☐	☐	Click here to enter text.
	A child not having appropriate clothing for weather conditions
	☐	☐	☐	Click here to enter text.
	A child not having clean or adequate clothing (size/condition)
	☐	☐	☐	Click here to enter text.
	A child’s appearance (cleanliness/lack of hair brushing or teeth cleaning)
	☐	☐	☐	Click here to enter text.
	Whether a parent is seeking medical advice appropriately
	☐	☐	☐	Click here to enter text.
	Whether a child lacks confidence or has very low self esteem
	☐	☐	☐	Click here to enter text.
	A lack of warmth and interaction between parent and child
	☐	☐	☐	Click here to enter text.
	A lack of appropriate stimulation or play
	☐	☐	☐	Click here to enter text.
	A parent who is not interested in their child’s learning/not engaged with nursery or school
	☐	☐	☐	Click here to enter text.
	Inappropriate behaviour management /frequent criticism/lack of interest in child’s achievements
	☐	☐	☐	Click here to enter text.
	Inappropriate boundaries set for age of child (staying out late, lack of discipline)
	☐	☐	☐	Click here to enter text.
	Inappropriate peer relationships for age of child
	☐	☐	☐	Click here to enter text.


If you have 3 or more ‘Yes’ or ‘Maybe’ answers (or a combination of both), completion of the Graded Care Profile is recommended to understand the lived experience of a child you are worried about.

In order to carry out the full assessment using the Graded Care Profile you should contact the relevant person or team within your organisation who can conduct this assessment, alternatively you should make a referral to the MASH / Early Help stating why you believe the child, young person or family would benefit from an assessment using the GCP using this screening tool as the basis for the referral and included as evidence.

5. Additional Information

As a result of the Screening Tool above is an assessment using the GCP needed?	Yes 	☐	No	☐

Are you as an agency able to complete the GCP with the family?	Yes 	☐	No	☐

If you answered ‘Yes’ to the previous question, who will do this assessment? 	……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

As a result of the above is a referral to MASH or Early Help appropriate? 	Yes 	☐	No	☐
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