


Learning Objectives 
• Increase awareness of drug use in 

Northamptonshire

• Explore impact on young people

• Understand the link between D&A misuse, 

county lines and gangs

• Learn about NGAGE and how to refer to 

them



Exploitation

Noun:

The action or fact of treating someone unfairly 
in order to benefit from their work e.g. the 
exploitation of children to sell or move drugs.

Synonyms: 

taking advantage, making use, abuse of, misuse, 
ill treatment, unfair treatment, bleeding dry, 
wringing.



What is CDE? 

Child Drug Exploitation (CDE) is a form of 
abuse that occurs when an individual or 
group takes advantages of an imbalance of 
power to pressurise, manipulate or deceive 
someone under the age of 18 to become 
involved in the manufacture, distribution 
or supply (dealing) of illegal or controlled 
substances.



Exploitation
It’s still exploitation even if the activity appears consensual (someone 
has agreed to or wants to do it.)

Exploitation can involve promise based methods of compliance 
including money and clothing however this is often accompanied by 
violence or threat of violence.

It can be carried out by individuals or groups, males or females, and 
young people or adults; It is typified by some sort of power and risk 
imbalance in favour of those carrying out the exploitation.



No sick or holiday 
pay provided. 18 
hours working 
days. Always on 
call. Handling 
hazardous 
materials.

Working in unsafe 
environments. 
Need to provide 
own safety 
equipment. 
Danger of injury or 
death.



Exploitation



Pros and Cons
• Money
• Glamour
• Status
• Respect
• Clothes/tech/phones etc
• Seems easy
• Free drugs
• Friendship
• Protection
• Excitement
• Being good at something

• Getting on the wrong side of the law
• Paranoia –looking over your shoulder
• Stress
• On call 24/7
• Leading a double life
• Never feeling safe
• Short lived
• Increased risk of violence, being 

jumped, jail, death, robbery, arrest
• Not being able to move freely around 

the town, being in the wrong area 
(slipping.)

• Family at risk
• Criminal record
• Issues at school
• Being asked to do things you feel 

uncomfortable with
• Family/friends finding out
• Being in disputes with others
• Debt bondage



Why do people take drugs?

• Enjoyment

• Relaxation

• Escapism

• Peer pressure

• Rebellion

• Instant gratification

• Boredom

• Self medication

• Celebration

• Commiseration

• Grief

• Shock

• Anxiety

• Anger

• Voices

• Sleep



Substance trends

Cannabis 51%

Alcohol     29%

Ecstasy     7%

Cocaine    6%

POMs       2.5% (prescription & over the counter medications) 



Cannabis 



Alcohol





Pyramid of gang involvement

Organised Criminal Groups 

Groups where crime is for personal gain, and is probably their main 
occupation. These groups operate in the illegal market place.

‘Urban Street’ Gangs 

Mostly comprised of young people for whom crime and violence is an essential part of 
the group’s identity.

Peer Groups 

Small unorganised groups who share the same space and a common history. Their involvement in 
crime will mostly be at a low level and will not be important to the identity of the group.



County Lines

A person or group from an urban area, crosses to 
rural/county areas to set up a base to deal. (usually 
Heroin & Crack)

Violence is used to establish and secure drug line 
and remove competition. Lines are underpinned 
by exploitation of vulnerable people.

Once established, younger gang members, 
associates (12-17) run county lines. Can earn 
£500+ per week if not in debt to the gang.



Evan’s story



GROOMING – Spotting the signs

• Episodes of running away/going missing
• Unexplained acquisition of money, clothes or mobile 
phones
• Excessive receipt of texts or mobile phone calls
• Relationships with controlling, older people or gang 
association• Leaving home or care without explanation
• Significant decline in school performance
• Significant changes in emotional wellbeing
• Physical injuries/ self-harming• Parental concerns
• Excluded from school/ poor school attendance 

(Absent)
• Breakdown in relationships with family and friends



Questions?

NGAGE – support to make positive choices around your drug and alcohol use 
01604 633 848      

zoe.church-wood@aquarius.org.uk  



Help, Support, Advice
• Childline 0800 1111

• Gangsline 01375 483 239/07753 351 256

• The Voice 0300 303 1965 http://voicenorthants.org/

• CIRV - If you’re in a gang and want to get out ring 

07539 183975 24 hrs a day 7 days a week.                           
http://aimonline.org.uk

http://voicenorthants.org/
http://aimonline.org.uk/

